
Buckinghamshire County Council
Visit democracy.buckscc.gov.uk for councillor

information and email alerts for local meetings

Agenda BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HISTORIC 
ENVIRONMENT FORUM

Date: Monday 10 September 2018

Time: 2.00 pm

Venue: Mezzanine 3

Agenda Item Page No

1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

2 APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 

3 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE / CHANGES IN MEMBERSHIP 

4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
To disclose any Personal or Disclosable Pecuniary Interests

5 MINUTES 3 - 12
Minutes of the meeting held on 5 March 2018 to be confirmed.

6 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

7 HILLFORTS PROJECT 
Dr Wendy Morrison, Project Manager, Chilterns Conservation Board, to 
provide an update on the Hillforts Project.

THE FOLLOWING REPORTS ARE TABLED FOR INFORMATION AND QUESTIONS:

8 HS2 UPDATE 13 - 20
An update will be provided by Mr Andrew Harris, Historic Environment 
Manager, Built Heritage. 

9 BCC REPORT 21 - 34
Updates to be provided by:

 Julia Wise, Historic Environments Records Officer



 Philip Markham, Senior Archaeology Planning Officer

10 UPDATE FROM THE CONSERVATION OFFICERS 
Conservation Officers to provide a short talk on the built environment.

11 NATIONAL TRUST UPDATE 35 - 36
Mr Gary Marshall, National Trust Archaeologist to provide an update for 
information.

12 AN UPDATE ON THE COUNTY MUSEUM 
Ms Sue Shave, County Museum Director, to provide an update.

13 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

14 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
The next Bucks Historic Environment Forum meeting will be held on Monday 
4 March 2019 at 2.00 pm.

If you would like to attend a meeting, but need extra help to do so, for example because of a 
disability, please contact us as early as possible, so that we can try to put the right support in 
place.

For further information please contact: Ghazala Naeem on 01296 383246, email: 
gnaeem@buckscc.gov.uk 

To all Members of the Buckinghamshire Historic Environment Forum

Clive Harriss, Buckinghamshire County Council
Chris Williams, Natural Environment Partnership
Mike Farley, Bucks Archaeological Society
Hugh McCarthy, Wycombe District Council
Gary Marshall, National Trust
Chris Welch, Historic England
Nick Crank, Milton Keynes Council
Bill Chapple OBE, Buckinghamshire County Council
Richard Pushman, Bucks Heritage Champion
Sarah Betteley, Milton Keynes Council



Buckinghamshire County Council 
Visit democracy.buckscc.gov.uk for councillor 

information and email alerts for local meetings 

 

 

Minutes BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HISTORIC 
ENVIRONMENT FORUM 

  

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 
FORUM HELD ON MONDAY 5 MARCH 2018 IN MEZZANINE 3, COMMENCING AT 2.00 PM 
AND CONCLUDING AT 4.10 PM. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Members Organisation 
Mr C Williams Natural Environment Partnership 
Mr M Farley Bucks Archaeological Society 
Mr G Marshall National Trust 
Mr N Crank Milton Keynes Council 
Mr W Chapple OBE (Chairman) Buckinghamshire County Council 
Mr R Pushman Bucks Heritage Champion 
 
Officers Organisation 
Ms J Wise Buckinghamshire County Council 
Mrs E Alqassar Buckinghamshire County Council 
Mr P Markham BCC 
Mr M Petchey Milton Keynes Council 
Ms S Taylor BCC 
Ms S Shave County Museum 
Ms J Foster Chiltern District Council 
Ms L Levitt Aylesbury Vale District Council 
Mr R Newcombe Aylesbury Vale District Council 
Ms J Hunt Stoke Mandeville Parish Council 
Mr P Clements 
Mr I Williamson 

BCC 
Fusion HS2 

 
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE / CHANGES IN MEMBERSHIP 
 
 Apologies had been received from: 

 

 Ms Sarah Oborn 

 Mr David Sutherland 

 Mr Clive Harris 

 Mr Brett Thorn 
 

3

Agenda Item 5



 

 

Mr R Newcombe had replaced Ms C Paternoster as the Aylesbury Vale District Council 
representative. 
 
Mr M Petchey from Milton Keynes Council had become a new member. 
 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 

 
3 MINUTES 
 
 Two minor changes were noted: 

 

 Item 9, BCC Report - Ms E Alqassar’s job title should read Archaeological Officer 
rather than Historic Environment Records Officer. 

 

 Item 12 – Any Other Business – it should read “Historic England” rather than 
“Historical England”. 

 
Subject to the changes above, the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 18 
September 2018 were agreed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

4 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
 Item 5 – The progress in making maps accessible on the County Council’s website – Ms 

J Wise, Historic Environments Records Officer advised that the problem still needed to 
be resolved.  It was agreed the Chairman would follow up on the issue.  

Action: Mr Chapple 
 

5 HS2 UPDATE 
 
 Mr Iain Williamson, Historic Environment Manager (Archaeology), Fusion, ran through 

the presentation “HS2 Phase 1 Central Section: Urgent Works Package Archaeology”. 
 
Mr J Carver had taken the group through the strategy at the previous meeting and Mr 
Williamson attended the meeting to highlight the progress since then. 
 

 The length of the central section of the HS2 route was 100.7 kilometres, 62 
kilometres of which were in Buckinghamshire. 

 Mr Williamson had been working on the urgent pre-construction activities: 
 Ecological surveys 
 Geotechnical ground investigation 
 Ecological habitat creation 
 Advanced utilities diversions. 

 21 sites had been identified at which historic environment works were required.   

 Diagrams showing Stoke Mandeville, Fleet Marston, Doddershall and Chetwode 
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habitat sites were shown and an explanation provided. 

 There were clearly defined objectives for each site. 

 Geophysical surveys had picked up evidence of a Roman settlement at 
Doddershall. 

 Chetwode was the site of a medieval water mill. 

 Historic Landscape and setting recording had taken place at Doddershall House 
and Putlowes Cottages. 

 Mr Williamson presented a work package plan on how the work would be 
delivered as follows: 
 Baseline review, scoping and programme assessment 
 77 Project Plans 
 35 Location Specific Writ Scheme Investigations (LSWSIs) 
 Tenders for two phases of geophysical survey, two phases of trial trenching 

and historic landscape, built heritage and setting record works. 

 14 geophysical surveys (February-May 2018 phase 1) and 23 geophysical 
surveys (April – June 2018 phase 2) would be carried out. 

 20 Trial trench evaluations (April-July 2018) and 15 trial trench evaluations (July-
October 2018) would be carried out. 

 Setting recording at Grim's Ditch and St Mary’s Church to be carried out in April 
2018. 

 
In response to a query from Ms J Hunt, Stoke Mandeville Parish Council, Mr Williamson 
explained that they were looking at an area wider than the HS2 route itself and would be 
investigating the whole landscape around the St Mary’s Church area to understand the 
origins.   
 
Mr Farley said he had not received an answer to his query about the finds in St Mary’s 
church and asked that it be noted. 

 
 

6 BCC REPORT 
 
 Ms J Wise referred the report contained in the agenda pack.  The following points were 

raised: 
 

 Mr P Markham, Senior Archaeologist said Ms H Wass was still the Head of 
Heritage at HS2.  Mr Markham had received approximately two dozen HS2 
project plans to review and would be meeting with Mr N Shepherd, HS2 area 
manager next week. 

 The Oxford/Cambridge expressway documentation needed to be reviewed and 
advice provided.  Ms Wise and Mr Crank added that they had not yet been asked 
for the archaeological data. 

 Ms E Alqassar, Archaeological Officer, was still working with the Chiltern’s 
Conservation Board on a project called “The Mystery of Grim’s Ditch”. 

 Mr M Farley, Bucks Archaeological Society, asked for progress on the non-
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published archaeological reports.  Mr Markham said there were a few outstanding 
matters but many reports had been supplied and/or were nearing publication. 

 
7 UPDATE FROM THE CONSERVATION OFFICERS 
 
 Ms J Foster, Chiltern and South Bucks District Councils, took on the role in December 

2017 and reported that a contractor covered three days a week in the Chilterns area and 
another contractor covered four days a week in South Bucks but that their contracts 
were ending soon leaving 1.5 officers covering the two districts.  The systems from each 
district were being merged.  Ms Foster confirmed there had been a significant loss of 
planning officers and that there was a shortage of staff in both districts. 
 
Ms L Levitt, Aylesbury Vale District Council, started her full time role in November 2017 
and there was a team of three full time officers.  There had been an increase in the 
number of applications. 
 
Mr N Crank, Milton Keynes Council, referred to the report he tabled at the meeting and 
highlighted the following: 
 

 There were no new listings of New Town structures in 2017. 

 Elsewhere in the borough there were three new listings: 
 The war memorials at Bow Brickhill 
 Chicheley 
 New Bradwell Cemetery listed at Grade II 

 There were two de-listings: 
 The Grade II listed Parkside Hotel and its former stables and coach house 

in Woughton-on-the-Green 

 Wood PLC was reviewing the 27 conservation areas and they had produced two 
draft reports. 

Nominations to the Milton Keynes New Town Local Heritage Register opened on 23 
January 2018 and could close on 23 March 2018. 
 

8 NATIONAL TRUST UPDATE 
 
 Mr G Marshall referred to the report contained in the agenda pack and highlighted the 

following: 
 
Cliveden 

 The South Terrace – an abridged article would be published in the Records of 
Buckinghamshire 2018. 

 Proposed conservation works to reinstate the roof of the generator house were on 
hold as the tenders received exceeded the Trust’s original budget. 

 There was a new viewing platform overlooking the generator house. 
 
Bradenham 
The Princes Risborough Countryside Group had discovered a mounting for a 20mm anti-
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aircraft gun from WWII in Park Wood; it had become an item of national significance due 
to its rarity.   
 

9 AN UPDATE ON THE COUNTY MUSEUM 
 
 Ms S Shave, County Museum Director, reported the following: 

 

 The Museum was hosting the first of the Elizabeth Frink Shows in the country to 
commemorate 25 years since the death of the artist– an iconic female artist from 
20 Century worth visiting; ends on 21 April 2018. 

 Curators Choice – running until 30 June 2018.  Each curator had chosen their 
favourite items for display. 

 Paul Kidby: Discworld and Beyond - The art of Terry Pratchett on display in 5 May 
– 30 June 2018. 

 Civilisations – an interactive LEGO brick adventure displaying life size models 
from around the world with some of the Bucks County Museum appropriate 
collections displayed too.   

 Wonder Dogs; skulls and skeletons and the stories of local charities working with 
dogs to improve human lives 

 World War I (legacy of war). 
 Meet the Saxon Warriors – 1-2 April 2018.  A poster would be circulated to the 

group. 
Action:  Ms Shave/Ms Taylor 

 Mediaeval puppetry – the story of Beowulf told in puppetry for May half term.  
 Recruitment opportunities were available at the moment – Community Outreach 

Officer, Workforce Development Officer and Marketing Officer posts on the web 
site vacancies page funded mostly by the Arts Council National Portfolio 
Organisation funding (NPO) 

 The Arts Council NPO funding for Bucks County Museum Trust (BCMT) would 
make it possible for BCMT to work on community engagement projects over the 
next four years, including Rites of Passage projects and reminiscence projects 
collecting objects and stories from community groups with the new Community 
Outreach Officer.  

 Events would be held to celebrate Eid and Diwali to help engage with the 
community. 

 A Local Archaeology Day held at Halton would be held on 22 July 2018 funded by 
Heart of Bucks Kop Hill Climb – the day would be by invitation only for selected 
charities and groups in need around Aylesbury. Ms Shave said she hoped that 
the BCC Archaeology Officer and colleagues might be free to help on that day 
too. 

 Pre-history workshops would be taking place with schools at the Halton site 
during the summer term onwards - details to be available shortly. The workshop 
would include a replica dig, prehistory objects handling session, cave art and fire 
making experimental archaeology and had been trialled by Halton School.  

 The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) had recently reduced the limit for funding for 
projects in the South East from £2.0 million to £1.0 million; therefore, Ms Shave 
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had been considering splitting the master plan for development of Church Street 
and Halton into smaller projects and looking for funding from other organisations 
as well. 

 Ms Shave and the team planned to refresh the Touch of Bucks galleries in the 
next few months and plan completely new galleries with a more representative 
story of the people in Bucks.  

 The Museum had applied for a wedding licence and wedding packages would be 
available from May 2018 onwards. 

 Work continued with partners Milton Keynes Heritage Trust and Milton Keynes 
Museum to help care for and relocate their collections to their new galleries 
spaces and displays over the next 2 years.  
 

Mr R Pushman enquired if there was an audio library of the Buckinghamshire dialect.  Mr 
Farley advised there were a substantial number of recordings at the Halton site from all 
over Buckinghamshire.   
 
Mr Farley thanked Ms Shave for transforming the museum. 
 

10 AN UPDATE ON THE HALTON SITE 
 
 Ms S Shave outlined a recent meeting she attended where a number of groups had met, 

including the RAF Halton Apprentices and the British Military Museum Trust, to discuss 
the future of what the RAF Halton site might yield and whether there was any heritage 
experience that could be developed for future audiences.  Heritage includes World War 
1 practice trenches which were the only ones accessible in the country, the Trenchard 
RAF Museum and St Georges Church.  Some of the other partners were keen to look at 
sport and leisure and apprenticeships.  A presentation had been made to the Defence 
Infrastructure Organisation (DIO) and ideas were in the early stages and would be 
discussed with the DIO at a meeting on 23 March 2018. 
 

Ms Levitt confirmed she had had discussions with the RAF.  The Chairman mentioned 
the stained glass window in the church which was unique. 
 

11 JOINING THE DOTS 
 
 Ms E Alqassar, Archaeology Officer, presented “Joining the Dots: Research into the 

landscape history of the Icknield Belt around Aylesbury” and highlighted the following 
points: 
 

 The blue areas on the map showed the areas where archaeological events or 
fieldwork had taken place.  Most of our understanding about Iron Age and Roman 
settlement had come from the fieldwork particularly around Berryfields, Bierton, 
Weston Turville and Aston Clinton. 

 The HS2 route would run diagonally across the study area in SW Aylesbury. 

 The Icknield Way was an important historical trackway running along the edge of 
the chalk escarpment from Wessex to East Anglia. 
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 The area was a bi-axial (co-axial) landscape where the routes ran perpendicular 
(mainly NW/SE alignment) to the ancient route way and suggested the drove 
ways could be dated back to the Bronze Age. 

 Iron Age and Roman farmsteads had developed alongside the drove ways. 

 Geophysics had confirmed at least four farmsteads. 

 The Arla dairy site was on the line of the parish boundary. 

 Medieval parishes were re-using existing boundaries or roads as their parish 
boundaries. 

 There was a line of sites on the Weston Turville boundary. 

 Akeman Street was an early Roman road in Buckinghamshire but it did not 
respect the NW/SE alignment. 

 The Lower Icknield Way was believed to be a much older track.  A Roman 
trackway had been found at Aston Clinton. 

 The Fleet Marston Roman Town had been investigated by HS2; the route just 
missed the town.  The site was all below ground and was Buckinghamshire’s 
biggest Roman settlement.   

 The road pattern changed in the early medieval period but parishes were laid 
down in a pre-existing landscape. 
 

In summary the key points were: 
 

1. Landscape divisions established in the late Bronze Age and reinforced in the Iron 
Age. 

2. Pattern of drove ways leading from the Vale to the Chilterns influenced Romano-
British settlement. 

3. Romans imposed their own road layout and larger settlements. 
4. Widespread desertion of Roman settlements in the post-Roman period. 
5. New radial pattern of routes established around Aylesbury.   
6. Parishes and villages created within the pre-existing landscape and mirror 

alignment of prehistoric trackways. 
 

The paper, by Mrs Eliza Alqassar and Mrs Sandy Kidd, will be published in Records of 
Buckinghamshire in a couple of months. 
 
Mr Farley congratulated Ms Alqassar on her report and suggested that the Fleet Marston 
Roman town site should be scheduled.   
 
Mr R Newcombe asked if the parishes were typical of other areas. Ms Alqassar said she 
thought they were typical along the Chilterns and that there was an Iron Age hill fort in 
Aylesbury; Aylesbury had always been a place where people wanted to settle.    
 

12 AN UPDATE ON THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT PARTNERSHIP 
 
 Mr C Williams, Chairman, Natural Environment Partnership (NEP), reported that the 

NEP had been in existence since 2012 and he had taken over as Chairman 18 months 
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ago.  The Board included representatives from Milton Keynes Council, the District 
Councils, the County Council, Bucks, Berks and Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOT), the Local 
Economic Partnership (LEP), The Chilterns Conservation Board, The Clinical 
Commissioning Groups, The Forestry Commission, Natural England, Ngage Solutions 
and the Open University.  Their aim was to speak with a single voice about the 
protection and enhancement of the natural environment.  The five year plan included the 
need to use and manage land sustainably, recovering landscapes and enhancing the 
beauty of landscapes.   
 
Mr Williams said most of the work was undertaken by the partnership organisations as 
there was only two staff working for the NEP.  The main areas of focus were as follows: 
 

 Responding to local plans to ensure that green infrastructure requirements before, 
as well as during and after, growth and development were identified. 

 Comments were made on the Greater London plan 

 A green infrastructure plan was published in draft form recently and would be 
used to proactively steer major developments such as the expressway and also 
biodiversity accounting either onsite or offsite. 

 The NEP had been involved in many of the major development schemes in the 
County. 

 The NEP was looking at how to move onto the next stage as part of a national 
pilot. 

 
Further details could be found on the Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Natural 
Environment Partnership website.   
 
The following points were raised: 
 

 Mr Williams confirmed the parish councils could be represented at the NEP 
conference in April if it was a local conference.   

 Mr Markham asked to be consulted on the Plan.  Mr Williams confirmed this was 
possible as it was still in the early stages and was due to be published on 26 June 
2018. 

 Mr Williams said the Local Access Forum could also have an input to the Plan 
and advised he would ask Ms Nicola Thomas, to contact Mr Pushman to discuss. 

Action:  Mr Williams 
Ms J Wise commented that the green infrastructure plan did not take into account the 
historic environment.  Mr Williams explained that the map was at a county-wide scale 
and that more detailed local maps were available. 
 

13 UPDATE FROM MILTON KEYNES COUNCIL ARCHAEOLOGIST 
 
 Mr N Crank referred to his report (attached to the minutes) and highlighted the following: 

 

 The workload statistics. 
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 The Field work project list, in particular the excavation by Albion Archaeology 
which disclosed slabbed crop processing floors. 

 The work in partnership with the Park Trust – phase one involved archaeological 
work and the bid for phase two had been submitted. 

 
14 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 There was no other business.  The Chairman thanked everyone for attending. 

 
15 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 Monday 10 September 2018 at 2.00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
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Archaeological works within Stoke Mandeville

Archaeological investigations commenced middle of June

Principal sub-contractor L-P Archaeology

4 Principal sites Millhouse Farm (C22007)

St Marys TT (C22008) and boreholes (C22010)

St Marys Church TT (C22011) and recording

Stoke Mandeville Bypass (C23007)

Total of some 190 trenches, 24 boreholes and clearance of 145 cubic 

meters of rubble

Also:  Setting survey including drone survey  - Wardell-Armstrong
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Stoke Mandeville Bypass C23007

133 trenches

Targeting mostly blank areas

Potential for Iron/age Roman

Known areas of Ridge and furrow 

69 trenches so far opened 

(at time of writing)

Mostly blanks with no 

significant archaeological 

deposits
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St Marys landscape C22008

37 Trenches

Targeting areas of Iron age / 

Roman features

Medieval Mill

Most trenches have archaeology confirming geophysical survey results 
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St Marys landscape C22008

Previous geophysical survey has 

identified possible Roman or Iron 

settlement and enclosures 

Trenching has confirmed location of 

ditches including postholes and other 

structural deposits with associated 

Roman artefacts
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St Marys landscape C22008

Area of medieval potential  - a 

possible mill site associated 

with leats

Trenching has revealed a further leat

and associated medieval material 

including animal bone 

St Marys Church 
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St Marys Church 

Phased programme of works 

- Setting survey and drone survey

- Vegetation clearance including tree felling

- Site survey, recording of churchyard memorials and fencing

- Removal, sorting and salvage of architectural materials

- Revealing of church

- Detailed site recording

- Trail trench evaluation within churchyard

Community engagement activities 

Heritage open day

Pop up museum – hands on

BAS conference 29th Sept
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St Marys Church – Drone survey

St Marys Church 

Stoke House
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St Marys Church – Built heritage recording
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Appendix A:  Buckinghamshire Archaeological Officers’ Report

To: Buckinghamshire Historic Environment Forum
Date: 10th September 2018
Authors: Senior Archaeology Officer, Archaeology Officer, Historic 

Environment Record Officer, Historic Environment Record 
Assistant

A. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

1 To advise the Forum of the work of the County Archaeological Service 
since the last BHEF meeting (5th March 2018).

Report Summary

 Staff changes: Eliza Alqassar has now been promoted to Environment 
Manager, interviews were undertaken in early August to fill the 
Assistant Archaeologist post and Lucy Lawrence has accepted the 
offer of the post and is expected to start in October.

 HS2 Ltd: Eliza attended the Heritage sub Group meeting in 
Birmingham during June and we have been kept up to date by Fusion 
over the last few months. Evaluation works are being undertaken in a 
number of places including the Stoke Mandeville area where Bronze 
Age, Roman, Saxon and post medieval remains have so far been 
recorded. At a recent site update Fusion said that they have a number 
of plans for public visits and updates. 

 East–West Rail: Phil Markham attended a meeting with Atkins at their 
Birmingham office to discuss the cultural heritage chapter of the 
environmental statement included with the TWAO. It was pointed out 
that the document was not clear in places and this was agreed. To 
address the archaeological evaluation and mitigation issues another 
document is going to be produced and the contents of this were 
discussed. A draft will be supplied in due course. Phil Markham 
responded to our strategic planning colleagues consultation over the 
TWAO saying that as the Environmental Statement was not clear and 
the document to address the archaeological issues has not yet been 
produced it would be appropriate to apply a number of conditions to 
any consent so that the archaeology is adequately covered by the 
scheme. We have good working relations with Atkins and have agreed 
a number of ecological mitigation schemes associated with this 
development.  

 Western Rail Link to Heathrow: Phil Markham attended a Network Rail 
meeting at their Reading Offices to discuss their overarching written 
scheme of investigation for the works. We and the other local authority 
archaeological services had made comments on their draft and our 
points were accepted as being reasonable and acceptable. A revised 
version of this document is expected in the near future. Network Rail 
wants the evaluation works to be completed as soon as possible, 
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ideally before October 2018. These works tie in with the current 
excavation works taking place at the Langley/Richings Park mineral 
site where Wessex Archaeology are working.

 Heathrow New Runway: A number of meetings have taken place over 
the heritage strategy and comments from us and other local authority 
archaeological services comments have been acknowledged and 
documents have been revised.

 Oxford/Cambridge Expressway: We have been invited to a number of 
meetings over this and have expressed the need to assess the historic 
environment implications of the proposed corridors and routes. The 
Highways Agency said that this would not be done until the corridor 
has been chosen and that the historic environment information would 
inform the chosen route. At the time of writing they have not requested 
the HER information. 

B. PROPOSED ACTION

2 The Forum is particularly invited to NOTE:
 

 resources

 strategic issues and projects

 recent planning-related archaeological work

C. RESOURCES

3 The County’s archaeological service forms part of the Transport Economy 
Environment Service’s Environment Team within Environment Services.  
Philip Markham is the Senior Archaeology Officer, Lucy Lawrence will be 
the Archaeology Officer, Julia Wise is the HER Officer (part time), Paul 
Clements is the HER Assistant and Eliza Alqassar is the Environment 
Team Leader. 

D. SUPPORTING INFORMATION

4 Strategic Issues/Projects

 High Speed 2: We continue to provide advice through the HS2 Ltd 
Heritage Sub-Group and the next meeting is scheduled for 20th 
September in London. Historic England keeps us updated on Schedule 
17 works and we discuss appropriate responses where required. The 
Schedule 17 works come through the district council planning 
departments and we are usually consulted when the applications come 
in. 

Field work has and is taking place in a number of areas including 
Calvert, Fleet Marston, Stoke Mandeville, Great Missenden and in the 
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Colne Valley. Fusion supplies us with draft project specifications for 
comment and we sometimes request minor amendments.  The field 
work around St Mary’s Stoke Mandeville has been taking place for a 
number of weeks and an open day is planned for Sunday 9th 
September from 12pm to 5pm at the Stoke Mandeville Village 
Community Centre. 

The service level agreement between HS2 Ltd and Bucks County 
Council has now been signed and we are now being paid for our time 
spent on this project. Fusion and HS2 will ensure that all field work and 
recording is undertaken to the same standard and format. We are 
being invited to monitor the work and make comments which appears 
to be working well. Archiving has not yet been agreed but Historic 
England appears to favour a single repository for the archive , such as 
the Cheshire salt mines. It is envisaged that the information produced 
will be in an appropriate HER format for easy data entry although this 
has not yet been agreed with the HER community. HS2 has agreed a 
three year service level agreement for our HER data. 

 East–West Rail: Phil Markham attended a meeting with Atkins at their 
Birmingham office to discuss the cultural heritage chapter of the 
environmental statement included with the TWAO. It was pointed out 
that the document was not clear in places and this was agreed. To 
address the archaeological evaluation and mitigation issues another 
document is going to be produced and the contents of this were 
discussed. A draft will be supplied in due course. 

Phil Markham responded to our strategic planning colleagues 
consultation over the TWAO saying that as the Environmental 
Statement was not clear and the document to address the 
archaeological issues has not yet been produced it would be 
appropriate to apply a number of conditions to any consent so that the 
archaeology is adequately covered by the scheme. We have good 
working relations with Atkins and have agreed a number of ecological 
mitigation schemes associated with this development.  It is understood 
that this scheme goes to public inquiry in March 2019. At the meeting 
with Atkins it was hoped that the historic environment content could be 
agreed so that this would not be an issue to take time at the inquiry.

 Heathrow New Runway:  A number of meetings have taken place 
over the heritage strategy and comments from us and other local 
authority archaeological services have been acknowledged and 
documents have been revised. We are expecting a draft document 
covering the archaeological issues to be made available in the autumn. 
A service level agreement to pay for our time spent on this scheme has 
been agreed.

 Western Rail Link to Heathrow: Phil Markham attended a Network 
Rail meeting at their Reading Offices to discuss their overarching 
written scheme of investigation for the works. We and the other local 
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authority archaeological services had made comments on their draft 
and our points were accepted as being reasonable and acceptable. A 
revised version of this document is expected in the near future. 
Network Rail wants the evaluation works to be completed as soon as 
possible, ideally before October 2018. These works tie in with the 
current excavation works taking place at the Langley/Richings Park 
mineral site where Wessex Archaeology are working.

 Oxford/Cambridge Expressway: We have been invited to a number 
of meetings over this and have expressed the need to assess the 
historic environment implications of the proposed corridors and routes. 
The Highways Agency said that this would not be done until the 
corridor has been chosen and that the historic environment information 
would inform the chosen route. At the time of writing they have not 
requested the HER information. We understand that the corridor will be 
announced this September. 

 Chalk, Cherries, Chairs and the Chilterns Hillforts Project:  These 
are two projects being run by the Chilterns Conservation Board.  
Members of the Environment Team attend steering group meetings 
and provide advice and we have provided financial support to both 
projects.   The application for funding for the Chalk, Cherries, Chairs 
landscape partnership scheme from the Heritage Lottery Fund has now 
been submitted and we await the results.  The Chilterns Hillforts 
Project has now commenced and survey work will begin this Autumn.

 New National Designations: DCMS added 2 buildings to the List 
between January and June 2018, both at Grade II: both are war 
memorials (Buckland and Chalfont St Peter). 

5 Planning related archaeological work   

Volume measures 1st Quarter 
2018

2nd Quarter 
2018

Total number of consultations handled 167 269
Number of planning applications 
handled

104 109

Planning applications responded to 
within 21 days (target 90%)

94% 
Target 
Achieved

100% 
Target 
Achieved

Number of development-related 
archaeological fieldwork projects 

19 17

Success rate at appeal  (target 50% 
annual success rate)

N/A N/A

A full list of development-related fieldwork is provided as Appendix B.  

Significant archaeological investigations include:
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A Roman ladder settlement has been partially excavated by 
Archaeological Solutions at Fenny Road, Stoke Hammond in advance 
of residential development.  The main part of the site is being 
preserved in situ as open green space as part of the development 
scheme.  The excavation has revealed a Roman trackway, square 
enclosure, boundary ditches and a cremation burial.  An open day was 
held in August 2018.

A multi-period site has been excavated at Weston Turville/Broughton 
ahead of major residential development.  Cotswold Archaeology 
uncovered archaeological remains stretching back to the Neolithic 
period as well as Roman enclosures, trackways, and medieval house 
platforms.  Members of Bucks Arch Soc were invited to visit the site in 
July 2018.

6 Publication update (Appendix C)

7 Outreach and Publicity

In April 2018 Eliza gave a joint talk with Sandy Kidd on their 
recently published paper ‘Joining the Dots’ at the CBA South 
Midlands Conference.    

A Community Archaeology Day was run by Bucks County Museum 
in July 2018.  Eliza and Julia from the County Archaeology Service 
ran a community dig as part of this event, which was well-attended 
and very successful.  

Both Julia and Eliza have assisted with ‘Muddled Museum’ events 
organised by Buckinghamshire Archaeological Society as part of 
their 170th anniversary year.

8 Historic Environment Record (HER) report

The HER performance indicator statistics are shown in the tables 
below:
Performance Indicator 1st Quarter 

2018 
2nd Quarter 
2018 

Historic Environment Records data 
inputting backlog 
(targets: reports < 30 by March 2018)

Reports = 6   
Collect = 517 

Total = 523    

Reports = 19  
Collect = 517 

Total = 536    

Volume measures 1st Quarter 
2018

2nd Quarter 
2018

Number of Countryside Stewardship 
applications handled

13 128

Number of reports received by the 51 37
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HER
Number of Historic Environment 
Records enquiries handled: 
commercial
non-commercial

23
0

28
3

Countryside Stewardship Consultations
In 2018 the HER was consulted on 157 Countryside Stewardship 
applications covering 15,713 hectares within Buckinghamshire.  Of 
these, 15 (10%) were for Higher Tier schemes and 142 (90%) were for 
Mid-tier schemes.  The HER was able to provide added value to 54% 
of the applications and we responded to all the consultations within the 
20-day period required by Natural England.

    HER enhancement and volunteer projects
Paul is currently working on checking and creating new database 
records for South Bucks Metal-Detecting Club finds dating from the 
1980s and 1990s in the West Wycombe area. This is a substantial 
backlog task that has been waiting to be tackled for 20 years and has 
only been possible with the extra capacity provided by the HER 
Assistant. 
   
The HER volunteer working on the milestones project is still making 
final edits to the existing entries. As previously reported, if she wishes 
to continue volunteering for us, we may ask her to tackle the turnpike 
tollhouses.  
 
The Buckinghamshire Gardens Trust Research and Recording Project 
is continuing to make good progress with 51 reports completed,  4 
reports in draft and work underway on a further 10 gardens.  In 2017 
and 2018 the volunteers have also been researching the 16 parks and 
gardens in Buckinghamshire where Humphry Repton was involved, as 
part of the national Repton 200 festival, which culminated in an 
illustrated publication on Repton’s work in Buckinghamshire and a 
conference at Ashridge in August.

E. BACKGROUND PAPERS

1. Archaeological Reports submitted to the Buckinghamshire HER 

CONTACT OFFICERS: PHILIP MARKHAM 01296 382705, 
ELIZA ALQASSAR 01296 383798, JULIA WISE 01296 382072 
AND PAUL CLEMENTS 01296 382624
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Appendix B - FIELDWORK

PROJECT TYPE CONTRACTOR                 START DATE RESULTS REPORT TO HER?

January 2018

Doddershal Embankment Evaluation COPA 16/10/2017 RB Farmstead No
Thornbrook House Stoke Mandeville Evaluation Headland 08/01/2018 Negative Yes
Land west of Main Street Charndon Evaluation Atkins 22/01/2018 No
OS Parcel 8784 Monks Risborough Evaluation Cotswold Archaeology 08/01/2018 IA/RB enclosure and ditches No
Pednormead End River restoration project, 
Chesham Watching brief Wessex Archaeology 29/01/2018 Negative Yes
Land R/O Red Lion, Great Missenden Evaluation Rubicon Heritage 15/01/2018 Modern build up Yes
Land West of Ashendon Road Westcott Evaluation KDK 27/11/2017 RB to Med features & finds Yes

February 2018
Golden Mede Waddesdon Strip, map, sample & WB Wessex Archaeology 05/02/2018 No
Thame Road Longwick Evaluation KDK 12/02/2108 Negative Yes
64 Whielden Street Amersham Evaluation Cotswold 19/02/2018 Modern Truncation Yes
Doddershal Embankment Evaluation COPA 16/10/2017 IA/RB Farmstead No
Fleet Marston Spinney Evaluation COPA 12/02/2018 RB trackway No
Calvert Utility Diversion Evaluation COPA 19/02 2018 No
1 Mursley Road Swanbourne Strip, map , sample Network 12/02/2018 Med settlement features No
Land Off Mursley Road Swanbourne Strip, map, sample Network 05/02/2018 IA field system Yes
Land west of Ashendon Road Westcott Evaluation KDK 27/11/2017 RB to med features and finds Yes
EWR Compound A3 Evaluation Headland 20/02/2018 Only plough scars No

March 2018
SW Aylesbury, Stone Evaluation Cotswold 01/03/2018 RB settlements, burials No
Ferry Nab, Medmenham Watching brief JMHS 26/03/2018 18th century wall Yes
Westonmead Farm, Weston Turville Evaluation Cotswold 26/03/2018 Mesolithic flint Yes
Land at Chapel Drive, Aston Clinton Evaluation CFA Archaeology 26/03/2018 Dog burial, ditches, pits Yes

April 2018
SW Aylesbury, Stone Evaluation Cotswold 01/03/2018 RB settlements, burials No
Westonmead Farm, Weston Turville Evaluation Cotswold 26/03/2018 Mesolithic flint Yes
Aston Clinton MDA, Broughton Excavation Cotswold 03/04/2018 Multi-period remains No
Land rear of 10 Market Square, Buckingham Evaluation Heritage Network 16/04/2018 11th – 14th century features Yes
Mursley Road Swanbourne Excavation Network 01/02/2018? Medieval pits/ditches Yes
Kingsbrook Aylesbury Evaluation Oxford 01/04/2018? Mostly blank No
Wainwrights Long Crendon Excavation TVAS 01/04/2018 No
Langley Mineral Site Excavation Wessex 10/10/2017 IA Sett Ongoing
Waddesdon Cycle Route Watching Brief Oxford 23/04/2018 Roman ditch No
Britannia Inn Aylesbury Watching Brief KDK 10/04/2018 Negative Yes

May 2018
Green Pastures Water Stratford Evaluation Network 01/05/2018 Post Med structure No
Langley Mineral Site Excavation Wessex 10/10/2017 IA Sett Ongoing
EWR Site B5 Otter Holt Evaluation AOC 01/05/2018 Blank so far No
Mursley Road Swanbourne Excavation Network 01/02/2018 Medieval pits/ditches Yes
East Burnham Quarry Excavation Wessex 29/05/2018 Ongoing
Aston Clinton MDA Excavation Cotswold 01/05/2018 IA trackway, enclosures, med structures No
Former Care Home, High St, Great Missenden Evaluation Albion Archaeology 01/05/2018 Post-med post-holes Yes
Britannia Inn Aylesbury Watching Brief KDK 10/04/2018 Negative Yes
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June 2018
A355 Excavation Oxford 04/06/2018 Ongoing
Green Pastures Water Stratford Evaluation Network 01/05/2018 Post Med Structure No
East Burnham Quarry Excavation Wessex 29/05/2018 Ongoing
Langley Mineral Site Excavation Wessex 10/10/2017 IA Settlement                                                            Ongoing
Slough Cemetery Excavation TVAS 04/06/2018 Not take place
Mursley Road Swanbourne Excavation Network 01/02/2018 Medieval pits/ditches Yes
Fenny Road, Stoke Hammond Excavation Archaeological Solutions 01/06/2018 Roman ladder settlement No
Aston Clinton MDA (ongoing) Excavation Cotswold 01/05/2018 Multi-period remains No
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Appendix C: List of major archaeological excavation projects at the post excavation stage (August 2018)

Site Archaeological 
Contractor
(Date fieldwork 
completed)

Local 
Planning 
Authority

Principal 
Archaeological
Interest

Situation Action required

Denham, Former 
Sanderson Site

MoLAS (2005)

Cotswold 
Archaeology 
(2014-15)

South Bucks 
DC

In-situ Early 
Mesolithic 
occupation site 
and 
environmental 
deposits

Post-excavation 
assessment & updated 
project design agreed 
but no progress and 
new developer querying 
Px requirement. 
Requested SBDC 
support on seeking 
compliance July 2009, 
February 2011 and May 
2014. Meeting with 
SBDC, applicant and 
Cotswold held on 18th 
November 2014, further 
fieldwork at site 
completed April 2015. 
Chased up June, July 
and September 2016 – 
no response.
Cotswold Archaeology 
commissioned to 
undertake post-
excavation publication 
for whole site – July 
2017

The applicant is 
keen to discharge 
their planning 
condition and 
Cotswold 
Archaeology has 
now been 
commissioned to 
complete this work. 

The archive has 
been transferred 
from MOLA to 
Cotswold 
Archaeology, who 
are assessing the 
material and 
moving forward to 
publication.

Denham, The 
Lea Quarry

Cotswold 
Archaeology 
(2010)

Bucks CC Bronze Age and 
Romano-British 
field systems 

Post excavation 
assessment due July 
2011. Informed in Sept 

A draft report has 
been submitted and 
comments supplied 
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Site Archaeological 
Contractor
(Date fieldwork 
completed)

Local 
Planning 
Authority

Principal 
Archaeological
Interest

Situation Action required

TVAS (2014)

and bustum 
burials

2012 that developer not 
commissioned PX work.
Highlighted to BCC 
planning Sept 2013 & 
Planning Compliance 
Notice issued Dec 2013.
Thames Valley 
Archaeological Services 
commissioned to publish 
report and archive all 
supplied by Cotswold in 
January 2015.

Sept 2017. 
Publication is in 
preparation and to 
be submitted 2018.  
Likely to be TVAS 
monograph.

Dorney Rowing 
Lake & 
Maidenhead 
Windsor and 
Eton Flood Relief 
Scheme

Oxford 
Archaeology

Bucks CC Multi-period 
sites

Draft publication reports 
received and agreed 
November 2012.
Second volume (of 3) 
formally published 
December 2013. 
Environment Agency 
pursued April 2014.
Contractor pursued 
August 2015 – expected 
final volume publication 
March 2016. Contractor 
chased up June, July, 
September and  
November 2016 – 
expected draft  finalised 
Christmas 2016 and 
copy editing in New 

Monitor progress 
with publication and 
deposition of 
archive.  Contractor 
pursued for update 
May and August 
2017.  Email from 
OA 12/10/2017 
advising that 
publication likely 
summer 2018.
Contractor pursued 
for update August 
2018.
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Site Archaeological 
Contractor
(Date fieldwork 
completed)

Local 
Planning 
Authority

Principal 
Archaeological
Interest

Situation Action required

Year 2017.
Great 
Missenden, Bury 
Farm

Network 
Archaeology 
(2002)

Chiltern DC Medieval moat 
and pottery 
production.  
Post-medieval 
barns.

Report received by HER 
and comments sent 
November 2009

Pursue agreed 
publication of 
summary in 
Records of Bucks.  
Network advise 
they will look into it 
12/10/2017.

Princes 
Risborough, 
Whiteleaf Hill 

Oxford 
Archaeology
(2006)

Non-planning
HLF project 
with BCC as 
client

Re-excavation 
and restoration 
of scheduled 
Neolithic oval 
barrow

Partly published in 
Records of 
Buckinghamshire 2007. 
Proposed publication in 
PPS – progress 
uncertain.
Client raised with 
contractor in 2014.
Oxford Archaeology 
chased up November 
2015, June, July and 
September 2016. 
Timetable agreed, with 
progress report 
November 2016 and 
draft report December 
2016, with submission to 
PPS in December 2017.

Monitor progress of 
agreed timetable 
with contractor. 
Contractor pursued 
for update August 
and October 2017, 
and August 2018.
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Site Archaeological 
Contractor
(Date fieldwork 
completed)

Local 
Planning 
Authority

Principal 
Archaeological
Interest

Situation Action required

Taplow, Berry 
Hill Farm

Wessex 
Archaeology 
(2017)

Bucks CC Early Iron Age 
and Roman 
ladder 
settlement

HER reports submitted. 
Further mineral 
extraction consented. 
Fieldwork completed 
summer 2017. Awaiting 
PXA.

Monitor to 
PXA/UPD and 
eventual 
publication.

Dormer Avenue, 
Wing

Foundations 
Archaeology 
(2016)

AVDC Saxon and 
medieval 
settlement

Fieldwork concluded 
March 2016. No interim 
or assessment report 
received, despite being 
assured we would 
receive it in April 2017.   

Assessment report 
finally received 
August 2018 after 
much chasing.  
Comments sent 
August 2018.

Arla megadairy, 
College Road, 
Aston Clinton

MoLA (2012) AVDC Romano-British 
settlement

Fieldwork concluded 
2012.  Final excavation 
report received  2015.  
Amended and revised 
version received July 
2017.

Pursue consultant 
(Prospect 
Archaeology) and 
contractor (MoLA) 
for final publication 
date.  MOLA staff 
working on the 
publication summer 
2018.

Stablebridge 
Road, Aston 
Clinton

ULAS (2014) ACDC Roman road 
and Iron Age 
and Roman 
settlement

Fieldwork concluded 
Sept 2014.  Draft 
excavation report 
received April 2017.

Final report 
received April 2018.   
Publication work to 
commence summer 
2018.
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Site Archaeological 
Contractor
(Date fieldwork 
completed)

Local 
Planning 
Authority

Principal 
Archaeological
Interest

Situation Action required

New Road, 
Weston Turville

MoLA (2016) AVDC Romano-British 
trackway and 
settlement 

Fieldwork concluded 
July 2016.  MoLA 
working on final report.

Pursue consultant 
(Phoenix 
Archaeology) and 
contractor (MoLA) 
for final publication.  
Chased October 
2017. Draft report 
promised by MOLA 
for Nov 2017.  
Delayed to March 
2018. No update.

Berryfields, 
Quarrendon

Oxford 
Archaeology 
(2016)

AVDC Iron Age and 
Roman 
settlement

Fieldwork 2007-2016.  
Draft PXA received Sept  
2017.

Comments sent on 
PXA 06/10/2017.  
Pursue to 
publication.

Market Hill, 
Buckingham

CFA Archaeology 
(2015)

AVDC Saxon/medieval 
town ditch

Fieldwork completed 
2015 but watching brief 
element outstanding.  
WB completed 2016.  
Instructed CFA to 
proceed with report July 
2017.

Revised report and 
publication 
proposals received 
July 2018.  

Former BOCM 
site, Risborough 
Road, Stoke 
Mandeville

Network 
Archaeology 
(2013)

AVDC Roman 
camp/settlement

Fieldwork completed 
2013.  AVDC 
discharged condition 
without consulting us.

Escalate to AVDC 
team leader: letter 
sent to Bill 
Nicholson. Chase 
up David Bonner.
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Site Archaeological 
Contractor
(Date fieldwork 
completed)

Local 
Planning 
Authority

Principal 
Archaeological
Interest

Situation Action required

Marlow Flood 
Alleviation 
Scheme, Marlow

Trent and Peak 
Archaeology

WDC Neolithic/Bronze 
Age site

Fieldwork completed 
September 2017.

Await PXA.  
Chased up Feb 
2018.  Promised 
summer 2018.

Chandlers Hill, 
Iver

Foundations 
Archaeology 
(2013)

SBDC
(Utility 
scheme)

Saxon 
settlement

Fieldwork completed 
?September 2013.

Final report 
received and 
approved 2018.  
Pursue to 
publication.
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The National Trust

Report for Bucks. Historic Environment Forum 

10th Sept 2018

Cliveden

Museum of London Archaeology have recently completed a geophysical survey and earthwork 
survey of the paddocks either side of the Feathers Gate drive. This is to inform a feasibility study to 
look into options for long term car parking at Cliveden. The surveys have identified subtle 
earthworks associated with the former Taplow Common which was enclosed in the 1780s. 2018 
seems to be the year that everyone has gone ‘parch mark’ crazy, including the National Trust! 
Cliveden has been showing some very strong marks on the north front for the 18th c. gardens, 
likewise on the southern parterre. A drone mounted camera survey has therefore been undertaken 
to record these marks, and also a number of other features on the estate.

Stowe

Stowe has also been showing some interesting parch marks, particularly on the south front where 
we can see evidence of the formal gardens laid out as part of the 1680s house – a rectangular pond 
always shows up each year as a perfect narrow dark green line, suggesting the walls edging the pond 
have been dug away leaving a moister soil in the robber trench. We undertook a drone mounted 
camera survey, however, the results are somewhat obscured by watering undertaken by Stowe 
School and also industrial scale (!) criss-cross mowing. There are hints of a rectangular feature on the 
old house site and we hope to investigate these further through geophysics in the near future. A 
recent geophysics survey which allowed the public to have a ‘taster’ session has produced some very 
clear outlines for the former locations of the two Lake Pavilions on the southern boundary of the 
gardens. The results confounded our expectation of the ground being so dry as not to produce any 
meaningful results! Current restoration projects include reintroducing several statues into the 
Grecian Valley – Thalia and the Grecian Urn, reintroducing the Marquess’ urn to the Elysian Fields 
and investigating the site of the Temple of Modern Virtue with a view to reinstating this intentionally 
ruinous folly. Stowe School should be credited with the reinstatement of four missing statues on the 
south portico of the house – Minerva, Clotho, Lachesis and Atropos.  Archaeological recording has 
been carried out on two structures within the garden landscape due for demolition – the 1930s rifle 
range in the Hawkwell Field, and the 1930s pump house on the edge of the Eleven Acre Lake. The 
former will require an archaeological watching brief during demolition.
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Stowe Lake Pavilion geophysics showing foundation of the former pavilion locations

Claydon

Several parch marks located in the park immediately north of the house have been recorded, 
possibly related to the mid 18th c. Ball Room and Rotunda, although their location lies slightly east of 
the site suggested by contemporary plans at Claydon.

Gary Marshall, National Trust Archaeologist 13/8/2018    
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